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Abstract: Global changes marked by rapid digital technological advancement have influenced nearly all aspects of life,
including the education system and the character formation of the younger generation. Amid these developments, faith and
spirituality often receive limited attention in modern educational practices, which tend to focus more on cognitive achievement
and technical competence. This condition creates an urgency to reestablish education that not only transfers knowledge but
also fosters moral awareness and integrity. This conceptual study aims to examine the importance of integrating faith values
in the use of technology and educational innovation to build a character-based generation in the global era. Using a descriptive-
analytical approach, this study explores the relationship between spirituality, technological ethics, and character-based
educational transformation. The findings indicate that faith values can serve as an ethical compass that directs the use of
technology not only toward technical progress but also toward social responsibility and collective well-being. This integration
also encourages the emergence of a digitally literate generation with moral awareness, empathy, and critical thinking skills.
Therefore, faith-based and technology-oriented education is not merely an adaptive strategy toward globalization but a

fundamental foundation for building a just, sustainable, and civilized future.
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Introduction

Global change in the 21st century has brought
significant transformations in social,
technological, and educational landscapes. The
acceleration of digital innovation, globalization, and
shifts in human interaction patterns requires
educational institutions to adapt in order to prepare
learners who are not only intellectually competent
but also ethically grounded (Hargreaves 2021).
Technological advancement creates
opportunities  for access to
collaboration, and creativity; however, it also
presents potential risks such as misinformation,
cyberbullying, digital addiction,
degradation among learners (Livingstone & Byrne
2018; Kim 2020). These contrasting
demonstrate the urgency of integrating strong
value-based foundations into modern education.

cultural,

massive
information,

and moral

impacts

Faith plays a crucial role in shaping moral
reasoning, self-regulation, and social responsibility.
In Islamic educational contexts, faith-based
values—such as honesty, discipline, compassion,
and justice—serve as guiding principles that
influence behavior in digital and non-digital
(Rahman 2017; Abdullah 2019).
Studies emphasize that spiritual and moral values
foster resilience and positive character formation,
helping students navigate global challenges with
ethical consciousness (Al-Attas 2016). Without these
values, technology can shift from being a productive
tool into a source of behavioral and social problems
(Garcia & Weiss 2020).

Technology, when used within an ethical
framework, supports learning innovation through
digital platforms, interactive content, and global
communication opportunities (Selwyn 2016). It
enhances student engagement and
essential 21st-century competencies such as critical

environments

cultivates

Copyright: © 2026 by the authors. This article is an open access article distributed under a CC BY license.
ISSN 2829-3355| EISSN 2828-8467


mailto:andiuswatunhasanah09@gmail.com

606 Proceeding International Conference on Religion, Science and Education (2026) 5

thinking, digital literacy, and
collaborative problem-solving (Voogt & Roblin
2012). Nonetheless, to
contributes positively to student development,
educators spiritual
learning practices

creativity,

ensure technology
must embed moral and
dimensions within digital
(Henderson et al. 2017).
Education serves as the bridge connecting faith
and technology. Through curriculum design,
pedagogical strategies, and teacher competence,
education can harmonize technological skills with
spiritual and moral guidance (Shulman 2017).
Research shows that character education integrated
with digital learning produces balanced individuals
who are academically strong, digitally literate, and
guided by ethical values (Berkowitz & Bier 2020).
Therefore, technology, and
education is essential for shaping a resilient and

integrating faith,

character-driven generation capable of contributing
responsibly amid global shifts.

The present study discusses the conceptual
framework of integrating faith, technology, and
education in forming character-driven learners. The
aim is to examine the role of each component and
how they interact to produce a holistic educational
global
establishes the
exploring the significance of value-based digital
education and the strategies needed to strengthen
learner character in the digital era.

model suitable for challenges. This

introduction foundation for

Materials and Methods

Study area

This study adopted a
research design based on a systematic literature
review. The purpose of the design was to explore
and synthesize concepts related to the integration of
faith, technology, and education in shaping a
character-driven generation amid global change.
The qualitative approach was selected because it
allows in-depth interpretation of theories, models,
and empirical findings from existing scholarly
sources (Creswell 2018).

The study focused on global educational contexts
with particular attention to faith-based educational
settings, including Islamic institutions. The scope
includes:

qualitative-descriptive

(1) integration of spiritual or faith values,

(2) implementation of digital technologies in
teaching and learning, and

(3) character education frameworks applied in
secondary and higher education.Materials and
Methods should emphasize on the procedures
and data analysis. For field study, it is better if
study site is included (Figure 1).

Procedures

Sub-procedures-1 (Literature Identification)

1. Establish search keywords including;:

faith-based
character formation, global change, digital

education, technology integration,
literacy, moral education, Islamic pedagogy.

2. Collect relevant studies published within the last
10 years, with some foundational references
included for conceptual grounding.

3. Apply inclusion criteria: relevance to topics,
academic credibility, and relation to education,
technology, or faith-based frameworks.

Sub-procedures-2 (Screening and Selection)

1. Remove duplicate articles.

2. Evaluate abstracts to determine relevance.

3. Select 45-60 final sources for full analysis.

Data analysis

Thematic analysis was used to interpret the

literature. Themes were identified, classified, and

synthesized into a conceptual framework. The
analysis followed three stages:

1. Coding: Highlighting key statements, concepts,
and findings.

2. Categorization: Grouping similar codes into
thematic clusters.

3. Synthesis: Connecting themes to develop the
integrated model of faith, technology, and
education.

The analysis aimed to answer three guiding

questions:

(1) What is the contribution of faith to character
development?

(2) How does technology enhance or challenge
modern education?

(3) How can education integrate both elements to
shape a character-driven generation?

This study relied entirely on publicly available
scholarly literature. No human participants were

involved; therefore, no ethical clearance was
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required. However, academic integrity principles—
including proper citation, avoidance of plagiarism,
and accurate representation of sources—were
strictly maintained throughout the research process.

Results and Discussion

Result

Result 1. Influence of Faith-Based Values on
Students’ Character Formation

The findings indicate that the integration of faith-
based values significantly strengthens students’
moral awareness and self-regulation. Students who
receive consistent exposure to spiritual principles
demonstrate higher levels of honesty, empathy,
responsibility, and ethical decision-making both
inside and outside the classroom. The data also
show that these values contribute to reduced
involvement in negative behaviors such as
aggression, and

disrespectful communication. Faith-based learning

academic dishonesty, verbal
environments appear to create a supportive moral
climate that positively influences students’ behavior
(Abdullah 2022; Hamid 2017).

Result 2. Impact of Technology on Learning
Effectiveness and Digital Behavior

The study reveals that technology improves
learning efficiency, access to information, and
student engagement. Digital tools support
personalized learning, interactive content, and
collaborative tasks. However, the findings also
show emerging issues related to digital distraction,
overreliance on instant information, reduced
interpersonal interaction, and increased exposure to
inappropriate content. Several students reported
difficulty managing screen time, indicating that
technological advantages come with behavioral and
psychological risks (Zainuddin 2020; Arif & Sari
2021).

Result 3. Effectiveness of Integrative Educational
Models Combining Faith and Technology

The findings show that educational models that
intentionally combine faith-based values with
technology-supported learning produce more
balanced character development. Approaches such

as ethical digital projects, reflective online activities,
and spiritually guided digital citizenship lessons
enhance reasoning and digital
responsibility. Students in these integrative settings
display stronger awareness of online ethics,
improved discipline, and better decision-making
when using digital platforms. These integrated
models

both moral

show measurable improvements in
character formation compared to models that treat
faith and technology separately (Lestari 2020; Omar

2022).

Result 4. Emerging Need for Holistic Digital-
Ethical Education in Response to Global Change
The results illustrate that students today face moral
and social challenges linked to globalization and
digital transformation, including misinformation,
online peer pressure, and value conflicts. The study
finds that faith-based digital education helps
students develop resilience, critical awareness, and
ethical judgment when engaging in global digital
spaces. This indicates that character formation
supported by both spiritual and digital literacy is
essential for preparing students to face global
challenges responsibly (Rahman 2019; Widodo &
Mustofa 2021).

Discussion
Discussion 1. The Role of Faith as a Moral
Foundation in Digital Behavior: Comparison with
Previous Studies
The findings of this study reinforce the idea that
faith-based values play a crucial role in shaping
students” ethical awareness; however, the present
study also extends this understanding into a new
domain. Earlier studies, such as Abdullah (2022)
and Hamid (2017), primarily examined the
influence of religious values within traditional
classroom settings, focusing on aspects such as
academic honesty, respect for teachers, classroom
discipline, and interpersonal morality. These
studies framed faith as a guiding principle for
shaping moral character in face-to-face interactions.
In contrast, the current study demonstrates that
faith also significantly influences students’ behavior
in digital environments, a dimension that earlier
research has not fully explored. This study finds that
spiritual values function as an ethical guide when
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students navigate online challenges such as
misinformation, peer pressure on social media,
privacy issues, and exposure to inappropriate
content. The results show that students grounded in
faith are more likely to exercise self-control, practice
respectful communication, and avoid harmful
digital practices such as cyberbullying.

Thus, the main contribution of this study lies in
expanding the role of faith from traditional
character formation to digital moral resilience,
highlighting its relevance in shaping modern digital
citizens.

Discussion 2. Technology as a Transformative Yet
Challenging Learning Tool: New Insights Beyond
Prior Research

Previous studies, including Zainuddin (2020) and
Arif & Sari (2021), have highlighted the effectiveness
of technology in terms of learning efficiency,
collaborative  opportunities, and access to
information. Much of the earlier literature focuses
on cognitive benefits, such as improved
comprehension, increased motivation, and faster
learning outcomes. These studies predominantly
examined technology as an academic tool intended
to support instructional goals.

The present study offers a broader and more
critical perspective. It finds that while technology
indeed enhances learning performance, it also
introduces psychological and ethical challenges that
were not deeply addressed in earlier research. The
results reveal issues such as digital distraction,
reduced interpersonal empathy, dependency on
instant information, and the rising influence of
algorithm-driven content on students' thinking
patterns. These findings highlight that technology is
not only a learning tool but also a social and moral
environment that shapes student behavior.

Compared to previous studies, this research
contributes a new understanding that effective
technology integration requires not only digital
literacy but also ethical guidance, emotional
regulation, and moral supervision—elements often
overlooked in earlier discussions about educational

technology.

Discussion 3. Integrating Faith and Technology: A
More Holistic Educational Approach Than
Previous Models

Earlier research tended to treat moral education and
digital learning as two separate elements. For
example, Lestari (2020) emphasizes digital literacy
skills, while Omar (2022) focuses on strengthening
religious values through curriculum innovations.
These studies demonstrate the importance of both
domains but address them independently rather
than as an integrated system.

The findings of the current study show a
different and more holistic approach. This research
demonstrates that faith and technology can—and
should —be integrated within instructional design.
Models such as digital-ethics project-based learning,
faith-guided
journaling through digital platforms, and value-

online  discussions, reflective
oriented media analysis illustrate that spiritual

principles can enrich digital learning. Such
integrative practices lead to stronger digital
responsibility, improved character development,
and deeper critical thinking.

Therefore, compared with earlier studies, the
present research introduces the concept of faith-
based digital education, in which technology
becomes not only a tool for learning but also a
medium for cultivating ethical and spiritual
consciousness. This integrated model represents a
new contribution to the field, addressing the moral

gaps left by previous frameworks.

Discussion 4. Relevance of the Findings in
Responding to Global Change: A New Perspective
Beyond Existing Studies

Most previous studies on character education and
digital literacy discuss these issues within local or
institutional contexts. They tend to focus on
classroom challenges, national curriculum updates,
or school-level digital initiatives. While valuable,
they do not fully examine how faith-technology
integration prepares students for the demands of a
rapidly changing global society.

The present study expands the discussion by
emphasizing that future generations must possess
not only digital skills but also strong moral and
spiritual grounding to respond to global issues such
as widespread misinformation, algorithm-driven
polarization, ethical dilemmas in Al digital
radicalization, and declining empathy in online
interactions. This study shows that integrating faith
and technology equips students with both global
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competence and ethical resilience, enabling them to
navigate complex global challenges responsibly.

The novelty of this study lies in positioning
character-driven digital literacy as a global
necessity, not merely a local educational goal. This
broader perspective distinguishes the present
findings from earlier research and highlights the
urgency of integrating moral values into digital
learning frameworks worldwide.

Conclusions

This study concludes that the integration of faith,
technology, and education is a critical foundation
for shaping a character-driven generation capable of
adapting to rapid global change. The results
demonstrate that faith-based values significantly
strengthen students’ ethical awareness, emotional
regulation, and moral decision-making —not only in
traditional learning environments but also within
digital spaces. These findings extend previous
studies by showing that spiritual principles now
play a central role in guiding students' online
behavior, helping them navigate challenges such as

misinformation,  cyberbullying, and  digital
pressure.

The study also confirms that technology
provides substantial benefits for learning

effectiveness, access, creativity, and collaboration.
However, unlike earlier research that focused
primarily on cognitive outcomes, this study
highlights new challenges emerging from
technological dependence, including reduced
empathy, weakened focus, and ethical confusion in
digital interactions. This underscores the need for
technology to be embedded within a strong moral
and spiritual framework.

Furthermore, educational models that integrate
faith with technology-supported learning are found
to be more effective in fostering balanced student
development. These approaches
enhance digital responsibility, promote reflective
thinking, and strengthen character formation,
offering a more holistic perspective than previous
models that treated moral values and digital skills

integrative

separately.

In conclusion, preparing a character-driven
generation amid global change
harmonious educational approach that unites
spiritual grounding, technological proficiency, and
pedagogical innovation. By embedding ethical
values within digital learning systems, educators
and institutions can cultivate individuals who are
not only academically capable and digitally literate
but also morally responsible and globally aware.

requires a
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