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Abstract: The pineapple plant (Ananas comosus) that has been cultivated by the Tamban Catur community is mostly only
consumed and traded so that the potential benefits of pineapple plants have not been fully utilised and understood by the
community, especially the current generation. Therefore, this study focuses on the ethnobotanical value of pineapple plants
in Tamban Catur. Research was conducted by describing local knowledge about the use, benefits, and cultural context
related to pineapple plants in the daily lives of people in Tamban Catur. This study aims to reveal the urgency of the
ethnobotanical value of pineapple plants in Tamban Catur and its implications in maintaining traditions amid the dynamics
of changing times. Field surveys and structured interviews with local residents collected data on traditional uses, treatments,
and cultural views related to pineapple plants. The research results show the crucial role of pineapple plants in various
aspects of Tamban Catur people's lives including in the culinary field, health, and even in the implementation of local
ceremonies and traditions. This paper provides an in-depth understanding of the importance of the pineapple plant in the
context of cultural heritage and local knowledge, while supporting efforts to preserve traditional knowledge in the modern
era.

Keywords: Banjar, Benefits, Local Knowledge, Pineapple, and Plant.

Introduction Therefore, local culture can determine the type of
food, how it is processed, and how it is served.
Plants are organisms that are deliberately planted The science that studies the relationship

by someone or another party to be used as food
and cultivated (Shofiyah and Hakim, 2020;
Amboupe et al. 2019). These plants are usually

between humans and surrounding plants without
exploitation is ethnobotany (Darmadi, 2021;
Dahlianah et al. 2021; Balick and Cox, 2020; Amalia

consumed either directly or after being processed,
used as decoration, medicine, and others (Indriani
and Artika, 2022; Kurniawan and Setiawan, 2021).
Plant utilisation has been carried out since the time
of the ancestors to meet the needs of life (Ashari
and Salatalohy, 2021; Kurniati et al. 2022; Jepriani
and Maulana, 2022; Mariani et al. 2021). The use of
plants by a community forms a pattern related to
culture. Culture not only determines the type of
food, but also for whom and under what
circumstances the food is consumed (Aziz and
Hasna, 2021; Cita, 2020; Lestari et al. 2023;
Wakhidah and Silalahi, 2020; Julia et al. 2020).

et al. 2021). This science arises from the knowledge
of local communities about the use of plants, both
as food, medicine, and wild plants to support life
(Dianci et al, 2022; Suardika et al. 2023; Ito, 2019;
Liliyanti et al. 2021; Julung et al. 2021).
Ethnobotany describes the relationship between
culture and plant use, including how plants are
utilised, cared for, and valued as beneficial to
humans. Examples of uses include food, medicine,
cosmetics, dyes, clothing, ceremonies, and people's
daily lives (Ege et al. 2022; Hakim, 2021; Prayogi et
al. 2022; Robi and Kartikawati, 2019; Dahlianah et
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al. 2021; Azzikri et al. 2020; Liswandari and
Setiowati, 2023).

Ethnobotany is a branch of science that explores
interactions between humans and plants in the
environment (Islamia, 2021; Iskandar et al. 2022;
Kastiwi, 2022). Ethnobotany focuses on how local
people use plants (Febta, 2021; Fauziah, 2023;
Fhandika and Wahid, 2020). Ethnobotany as an
analysis of the relationship between plants and
cultural elements in certain ethnic communities.
The science of ethnobotany involves exploring how
humans use plants in their daily routines and this
passed
generation to generation through oral narratives
(Zubair et al. 2019; Nadirah et al. 2022; Sari and
Setyawati, 2019; Tan and Syamsiah, 2022; Firdawati
et al. 2021; Sarina et al. 2022; Fadil, er al. 2022;
Adelina, 2022; Fasya, 2023).

However,

becomes information down from

technological transformation and
changes in social dynamics that occur today do not
prevent people from continuing to use plants in
traditional medicine, meeting food needs, and as
construction materials, while still maintaining and
caring for local traditional values (Pranaka et al.
2020; Purwanti, 2020; Rafdinal et al. 2023). The
importance of ethnobotany explores direct human
interactions with surrounding plants, with local
communities often honing their use of wild plants
after gradually discovering their benefits. This
pattern encourages plant cultivation for the sake of
environmental balance and meeting needs, as well
as safeguarding knowledge passed down from
generation to generation through oral narratives
(Adiningsih, 2021; Hidayati et al. 2022; Sigana,
2021; Nainggolan et al. 2021; Nurrosyidah et al.
2020; Fenturi, 2020; Hadi et al. 2021; Maretik et al.
2023). In conclusion, ethnobotany combines
anthropological, botanical, and linguistic
dimensions to explore the use of plants by diverse
ethnic and cultural groups throughout the world.
One of the areas where crop utilisation is quite
optimal is Tamban Catur. Tamban Catur is one of
the sub-districts in Central Kalimantan, Kapuas
Regency. Tamban Catur is geographically
strategically located on the causeway that borders
the province of South Kalimantan. Tamban Catur
has an area of + 14 km? and is divided into 10
villages. According to the Central Bureau of

Statistics of Kapuas Regency (2020) and the results
of observations, the condition of land resources in
Tamban Catur consists of wetlands almost + 75% of
the area is a stretch of wetlands in the form of
lowland lebak swamps, lowland peatlands, and
tidal lowlands and the rest is dry soil which is used
for yards and settlements, plantations, fields and
other uses. So, from the geographical conditions of
the Tamban Catur area, it becomes a food crop
producing area, with one of the characteristics of
the region being pineapple plants.

Pineapple plant it contains nutrients such as
minerals and vitamins which are good for the
body. These contents are vitamin A and vitamin C,
so the processing of pineapple fruit also improves
the health level of the population (Affandi and
Thresye, 2019; Kusumawati et al. 2020). The
pineapple plant has a Latin name Ananas comosus
(L.) Merr has a morphology with short stems,
leaves with parallel veins from the base to the tip
and stringy, thick, spiny leaf edges, and the fruit is
compound parthenocarpic which aggresses from
the fruit. The pineapple plant is an annual plant
that lives in wet swamps. Pineapple plants have
two varieties that grow in swamp land, namely
pineapple paun and pineapple tamban (Hartono et
al. 2020; Hardianto et al. 2021; Setiarini et al. 2019;
Habibi, 2022; Habibi et al. 2021; Wahyudin et al.
2021; Alif et al. 2023; Norr and Sulaeman, 2022;
Megawati et al. 2020).

But along with the times, knowledge related to
ethnobotany that is written makes knowledge in
the community, especially among teenagers, still
small. This is because ethnobotanical knowledge in
the community usually occurs from generation to
generation through oral and unwritten. Based on
the results of observations carried out, teenagers
tend to consider local knowledge about food plants
as something uncool and outdated. So that many of
them prefer to migrate to the city rather than work
in agriculture or plantations (Pradita, 2022). As a
result, the declining interest of the younger
generation in agriculture and food crops raises
concerns and worries that the quality of the
agricultural sector will be reduced.

In addition, the loss of traditional knowledge is
one of the main factors threatening biodiversity
conservation. Ethnobotanical knowledge of the
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community in Tamban Catur needs to be
developed into written knowledge. So that the
chances of local knowledge can survive and
concerns about the decline of the agricultural sector
can be minimised. In addition, preserving local
knowledge requires integrating
knowledge into written reading materials. These

reading materials can be used as adequate teaching

community

materials in the future and can be a medium in
producing potential human resources. Collecting
local knowledge is done with a study related to the
ethnobotanical value of pineapple plants in
Tamban Catur.

Materials and Methods

Study area
The research was conducted with field research
through a qualitative approach to describe local
knowledge about the use, benefits, and cultural
aspects related to pineapple plants in the daily
lives of people in Tamban Catur. The goal is to
reveal the urgency of the ethnobotanical value of
pineapple plants
implications in maintaining the sustainability of
traditions amid the dynamics of changing times.
Data collection was conducted through field
survey methods and structured interviews with
local residents. The data collected included
information on the traditional use of pineapple
plants and cultural perceptions associated with
pineapple plants within the communi

in Tamban Catur and its

Kec. Tamban Catur

<

Fakta singkat

Figure 1. Location of Tamban Catur area fou on 11 -

Procedures

1. Preparatory Stage
Determining the research location by choosing a
location that is relevant to the ethnobotanical
study of pineapple plants. The location was in
Tamban Catur and ensured that the research
location had access to informants who

understood the use of pineapple plants such as
pineapple farmers, traditional leaders, or local
people who had in-depth knowledge about the
use of pineapple plants. Informants were
selected based on their insight and role in the

community.
After that, an interview guide was
developed. Construct a  semi-structured

interview guide that includes questions about
the use of pineapple plants in everyday life,
whether
cultural symbols. Create questions that are able

as food, medicine, cosmetics, or
to explore ethnobotanical values in depth. Next,
conduct Instrument Testing. Conduct a pilot test
of the interviews with several informants to
ensure the effectiveness of the interview guide,
as well as to ensure that the questions are
clearly understood.

2. Conducting Interviews
Data collection was conducted during semi-
structured interviews. The questions asked
remained open-ended to allow informants to
speak freely and in depth about the cultural,
economic, social values and uses of the
pineapple plant. This makes the technique a
qualitative approach because it
naturalistic approach that allows researchers to
become part of the community environment.
Avoid influencing or directing informants'
answers to maintain the authenticity of the data.

After that, data recording is done in the form

of documenting the interview through a voice
or video recorder with the informant's consent.
Manual note-taking can also be done to
summarise the key points of the informants'
answers. In addition to direct
observations were made on the practice of
pineapple plant utilisation in the field, such as
processing, serving, use in traditional events, or
others relevant to ethnobotanical values.

3. Transcription and Data Processing
After the interviews were completed, the results
of the interviews were transcribed to facilitate
analysis. Each conversation was recorded in
detail, especially the parts related to the
ethnobotanical value of pineapple plants. After
that, group the data based on the main themes
that emerged from the interviews. Create codes

uses a

interviews,
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for each theme related to ethnobotanical aspects
such as medicine, food, culture and economy.

4. Qualitative Data Analysis

Sort out relevant and significant interview data
related to the research. Group information
based on main themes such as the use of
pineapple in customs, daily life, or as medicine.
Next, present the coded data in the form of
descriptive narratives or concept maps. This is
to make it easier for researchers to see the
relationship between cultural values and the use
of pineapple plants in the community. After all
the data has been analysed, draw conclusions
about the ethnobotanical value of pineapple
plants in people's lives. For example, how
pineapple plants contribute to the local
economy, cultural symbolism, or traditional
uses.

5. Data Validation

Data validation is done by comparing
information obtained from interviews with field
observations, literature, or relevant documents.
This was done to ensure the accuracy of the
data. Verify the data again with the informants,
especially on the parts that need clarification, to
ensure that the interpretation of the data is in
line with their views.

6. Report Preparation

The analysed data were compiled into a final
report that included a description of the
ethnobotanical value of pineapple plants in
various aspects such as economic, social,
cultural and environmental. Emphasis was
placed on a qualitative approach to explore the
meaning of pineapple use in the local context.

obtained from the interviews, making the data
more comprehensive.

2. Data Transcription

The recorded interviews were then transcribed
in detail. Every word and sentence spoken by
the informants was written down to produce
text that was ready to be analysed. This
transcription was done carefully so that no
important information was missed.

3. Data Coding

After the transcription is complete, the next step
is coding the data. At this stage, key themes or
categories relevant to the ethnobotanical value
of pineapple plants were identified from the
interviews. For example, categories such as the
utilisation of pineapple plants as food,
medicine, cultural symbols, or local economy.
The codes assisted the researcher in grouping
and organising the data according to specific
themes.

4. Data reduction

Data obtained from interviews and observations
were then reduced, i.e. data relevant to the
research objectives were selected, while less
significant or redundant data were ignored.
This process helped simplify complex
information to focus on key points related to the
ethnobotanical value of pineapple plants.

5. Data Presentation

After the data has been reduced and coded, the
results are presented in the form of a clear and
systematic narrative. This data presentation
aims to facilitate researchers in understanding
the patterns and relationships between
community culture and the utilisation of
pineapple plants. In addition to narratives,

Data analysis
1. Data collection
Data obtained through interviews with key

tables, diagrams, or concept maps can also be
used for data visualisation.
6. Drawing Conclusions

informants, such as farmers, traditional leaders,
or local communities, were recorded and
recorded in detail. Interviews were conducted
using  semi-structured  guides,
researchers to obtain rich and in-depth
information related to the use of pineapple
plants in daily life. During the data collection
process, researchers also conducted field
observations to complement the information

allowing

Based on the results of data analysis, researchers
drew conclusions about the ethnobotanical
value of pineapple plants. These conclusions
were based on patterns that emerged from the
interviews, such as how people utilise
pineapples in their lives, the role of culture and
traditions associated with the plant, and its
impact on the local economy. The researcher
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also linked these findings with relevant
literature to strengthen the results of the study.

7. Data Validation
To ensure the validity of the research results,
researchers used data triangulation. Information
obtained from interviews was compared with
observations and other relevant sources. In
addition, reconfirmation with informants was
conducted to ensure that the researcher's
interpretation was in line with the local
community's understanding.

8. Reporting the Results
The final analysis of the qualitative data is
outlined in a research report that explains how
the  pineapple
ethnobotanical

plant has important

values in the community,
including aspects of food, culture, health and
economy. The report also includes
recommendations or key findings that can be

used for further development.

Results and Discussion

The Tamban area is divided into two regions,
namely Tamban located in Batola Regency, South
Kalimantan, and Tamban Catur located in Kapuas
Regency, Central Kalimantan. The majority of the
population is Muslim and comes from the Banjar
tribe. Tamban Catur is a transmigration area in
Central Kalimantan that has developed since
around 2000. Tamban Catur consists of several
villages such as Bandar Mekar, Bandar Raya, Sido
Mulyo, Sidorejo, Tamban Baru Mekar, Tamban
Baru Tengah, Tamban Baru Timur, Tamban Jaya,
Tamban Makmur, and Warna Sari. In this region,
many pineapple plants are found.

This is due to pineapple cultivation carried out
by the local community to improve the economy in
the plantation sector. Pineapple plants in the
Tamban area have unique characteristics, with
large fruit, the size of a human head, thick skin,
and greenish colour. Apart from being consumed
directly, pineapples are also processed into various
food products, such as jams, cakes, chips, pickles,
and juices. Because of this uniqueness, pineapples
have become an icon of the area with the nickname
“Kanas Tamban”.

The word
pronunciation in the Banjar tribal language, which
has an iconic characteristic with a Malay-Dayak
pronunciation. This is due to the Banjar people's
interaction with the Dayak language and the Malay
language family, so their pronunciation tends to
pronounce the letter “A” with a certain accent. The
influence of multilingualism also appears in the

“Kanas” is derived from the

Banjar language, so that it has similarities with
Indonesian, although not entirely similar.

Based on the field observation data obtained,
pineapple belongs to the Bromeliaceae family. The
plant has fibrous roots, a short and thick stem, and
leaves that grow spreading from the base with a
sword-like shape and fibre texture. The tips of the
leaves are sharp with spiny edges. The flowers are
purplish-red in colour and grow at the upper end
of the stalk, while reproduction occurs through
budding. The pineapple fruit is large, with green
skin and yellow flesh and high moisture content.
pineapples
significant economic potential as well as cultural

According to interviews, have
values that are closely related to local wisdom,
such as environmental welfare, cultivation, and
cultural practices that reflect local beliefs. Most of
these influences make pineapple plants have
ethnobotanical value in Tamban Catur.

Most people in Tamban Catur Village sell
pineapple seeds taken from the crown of the plant
and the fruit in traditional markets or to collectors
who come directly to their gardens. Pineapple fruit
is also often consumed directly, mixed in dishes or
processed into various speciality foods and drinks,
such as jam, dodol, nata de coco, juice, beer and
traditional tuak.

Based on with  informants,
pineapples are also known to have sociological and
anthropological During harvests or
festivals, the community works together in gotong
royong activities. This is to strengthen the
relationship between neighbours. In addition, the
pineapple crown is believed to have magical
powers to repel the
“Kuyang” because the sharp pineapple crown is
believed to hurt the creature. In addition,
pineapples are also widely planted next to houses
as a fence for security and are considered to have
magical powers to repel evil spirits.

interviews

values.

supernatural creature
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Culturally, the pineapple plant is considered a
sacred symbol that symbolises
Pineapples are also often used as a treat in Banjar
traditional proposal ceremonies as a symbol of
politeness and hospitality, and are believed to
bring good luck to the bride-to-be and her family.

The yellow colour of the fruit flesh is believed to
symbolise prosperity and glory, and reminds us of
our ancestors. The yellow colour of the fruit of the
pineapple plant characterises the Banjar Sultanate
because it means victory and prosperity. Pineapple
plants are also often planted and become iconic on

prosperity.

bridge railings, stairs of old Banjar houses, mosque
domes, and fence posts.

In addition, people also believe that young
pineapples can be used as a natural contraceptive
before modern birth control pills. In addition, the
leftover pineapple skin and leaves are often used as
compost to fertilise other plants and protect them
from pests.

Conclusions

Based on the results of the study, pineapple plants
have a very important role in various aspects of the
life of the Tamban Catur community which
includes the culinary sector, health, and the
implementation of local ceremonies and traditions.
The results of this study provide a deeper
understanding of the ethnobotanical value of
pineapple plants in the framework of cultural
heritage and local knowledge. In addition, this
research supports efforts to preserve traditional
knowledge in the midst of a changing modern era.
So this confirms that pineapple plants are not just
food and trade, but become cultural assets that
play a central role in the identity of the Tamban
Catur community. In addition, pineapple plants in
Tamban Catur can provide opportunities to
maintain the sustainability of traditions in the
midst of changing times.
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